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COMMANDERS MESSAGE

Dear Legionnaires and the 
American Legion Post 519 
family,
Well here we are in the middle 
of the Summer heat, I hope all 
is well with our members.
	 As most of you know 
we have started renovating our 
kitchen and of course as with 
all construction projects things 
fall behind schedule, we ask for 

your patience as we move along with this project. 
	 Last month we had our July 4th BBQ, 
food provided by our Chaplain and friends of the 
American Legion Baseball program and music 
provided by Woody and the Retros, a great time 
was had by all. Thanks to coach, Dan Godat, for 
conducting the raffle and auction. Thanks to all of 
you who participated in this event.
	 This month in National Wellness Month, in 
relating to this with the high temperatures please 
stay aware of your personal heath. Stay hydrated and 
monitor loved ones for dehydration.
If any of our veterans need any assistance at all please 
contact our Service Officer Allan Lane, 760-408-2963
	 As we continue to grow and prosper, let us 
keep in mind what we stand for at the Legion, as a 
patriotic veterans organization devoted to mutual 
helpfulness, we are here to help, provide guidance 
and social activities to all our veterans.
Again thank you for your continued support.
John Picken
Commander Post 519
Johnrsqman@sbcglobal.net

HONORING THOSE WHO SERVED.
 Caring for You Today.
YOU PROTECTED OUR FREEDOM.
 Let Us Protect Your Mobility.

COMPASSIONATE CARE. ADVANCED TREATMENTS. 
HEALTHY FEET FOR LIFE.

WE TREAT EVERY PATIENT LIKE FAMILY, WITH 
RESPECT, DIGNITY & GRATITUDE



Join us for our in-person and virtual community lectures!  
Visit EisenhowerHealth.org/calendar for details.

For free provider referral, call 760-568-1234.

EisenhowerHealth.org   

MESSAGE FROM THE SONS OF THE 
AMERICAN LEGION

Good day legionnaires, American Legion, Auxiliary and Legion 
Riders Hope all is well and get ready for some Exciting Events 
coming your way. First of all, we will talk numbers. We reached our 
goal of 100% membership and went over by 
6.5 % we so we ended up at 106.5 % above 100%. We currently 
have 306 paid members as of the last year. 
Our Bank Accounts Are financially strong.
     Now as for some Events coming up. In the next few months, 
we will be having a Beach Party and a Luau. By the time you read this article we will have 
installed all new officers for the upcoming year. 
     Once the Membership Cards become available make sure to pay, get
Your Card and, you will be eligible for the “Early Bird” Dinner, sponsored by 
The Sons of the American Legion Commander,
     All Membership Cards will be laminated at no charge to the member. Just
See Gregg Morgan or Albert Martinez. Any questions, comments
Or suggestions pertaining to the Sons of the American Legion please text or
call Gregg Morgan @ (626) 319-2347. 
Gregg Morgan
Squadron 519, Commander
Detachment of California

Low energy, poor sleep or feeling disconnected?
TMS is a non-medication, FDA-cleared treatment for depression designed to restore mental clarity, sleep 

quality, resilience, and mood. Veteran and military families may qualify at no cost. 
Enhance your wellbeing and 

schedule a free and con�dential consultation today!
   

GIVE US A CALL
760-760-5675

Visit our website
karmatms.com



Community. Care. Connection. 

 

www.cvalzheimers.org 
(760) 776-3100 

Your local source for dementia 
support. Offering cognitive 
screenings, 
caregiver support 
groups, caregiver 
training and social 
groups for couples 
all at no cost to our 
families.

HELPING FAMILIES AT VETERANS VILLAGE
Thank you Val Rodnick (ALA Member) for getting the generous dona-
tion from Trader Joe’s in Palm Springs!
As some of you may be aware, our Legion, Auxiliary and The Son’s have 
been donating to the Veterans Village in Cathedral City, for the past 
few years.
The Food Pantry is in great NEED of perishables and non-perishables 
items, clothing, etc.
The request has been weekly , and getting in more demand.
If you would like to donate to the CAUSE, please contact me:

April J O’Neil/ 2nd VP of ALA Unit 519 
email: apriljoneil@yahoo.com
cell: 760-831-8303

VETERANS, YOU SERVED US. 
       NOW LET US SERVE YOU.

Bella Terra Home Health & Hospice
provides compassionate, professional 
care in the comfort of home. We honor 
your service by supporting your health, 
dignity and independence.

From Healing to Comfort
Local Hands. Local Hearts.

Across the Continuum of Care

760.904.6070
Bellaterrahealthcare.com

Assisted Living

“When only the 
best (care) will do”

344 N Sunrise Way • Palm Springs
(between Amado & Alejo)

(760) 322-3955
Visit us at:

www.hallmarkpalmsprings.com
Lic# 336412441

*VA Aid & Attendance Benefit May Assist.
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EVERLASTING

June 25, 2026



AL  AUXILIARY CONVENTION

SONS CALIFORNIA 
COMMANDER



VETERAN OF THE MONTH

I left for boot camp in 2006 right after high school. 
I was a 2846 ground radio repairman and went to 
school in Twentynine Palms. After graduating MOS 
school I was stationed at Camp Kinser in Okinawa 
Japan for 2 years. There, in addition to my other 
duties, I trained Marksmanship for units deploying 
to Afghanistan and Iraq. 

In 2009, I was stationed at Camp Lejeune North 
Carolina with Combat Logistics Battalion 6. CLB-6 
deployed in January 2010 in support of Operation 
Enduring Freedom. My section and I Provided 
function checks and repairs for all communications 
equipment going out on convoys and returning. We 
also worked on installing equipment into trucks that 
didn’t have a standardized set up.

After leaving active duty, I joined 4th Tank Battalion 
where I was a Food service specialist later promoted 
to Sergeant to lead the section. My time in the 
military taught me many valuable skills and changed 

my view of the world. I have many fond 
memories of the time I served and the 
people I served with Including those no 
longer with us. Semper Fi

Andrew Stevens
USMC 2006-2011 active
2012-2016 reserve 

YOUR LOCAL VETERAN
     ATTORNEY FOR:

- Estate Planning - 
- Probate -

- Trust Administration -

www.BuildingYourTrust.com

760-668-5586
74-710 Highway 111, Suite 102

Palm Desert, CA 92260
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ALA PRESIDENT

We have all seen the table at our Post by the 
stage, but do you know the meaning behind 
it?
Ceremony
The empty chair is placed at every official 
gathering of veterans as a visual reminder of 
the men and women who are not able to sit 
with us today.

It symbolizes:

AUX CORNER

The soldier who never returned from the battlefield
The airman whose aircraft never landed
The sailor lost at sea
The Marine whose last known location was behind enemy lines
The service member still unaccounted for, still missing, still remembered
The chair remains empty—because their place among us is permanent.
The Elements of the Ceremony
Each item on the table carries meaning:
The small table — representing the frailty of one prisoner alone
The white tablecloth — symbolizing the purity of their intentions
The single red rose — reminding us of the families who await their return
The yellow ribbon — representing our continued hope
The slice of lemon — symbolizing their bitter fate
The salt — representing the tears of waiting families
The inverted glass — because they cannot toast with us today
The empty chair — because they are missing, but never forgotten
Every detail is intentional.
Every symbol carries weight.
Every moment honors a hero.

Why This Ceremony Matters Today
In a world that moves fast, the Empty Chair Ceremony slows us 
down long enough to remember:

Freedom is not free
Sacrifice is real
Some battles never end
Some families still wait for closure
For veterans, this ceremony is a reminder that their service is 
honored.
For civilians, it is a reminder that our nation still has sons and 
daughters unaccounted for.
For all of us, it is a call to gratitude and unity.

A Message to Our Veterans
To every veteran who reads this:

You are not forgotten.
Your brothers and sisters are not forgotten.
Your sacrifices echo through every generation.
Your courage continues to inspire this community and this 
nation.
We honor you.
We stand with you.
We remember with you.
A Message to Our Community
When you see the empty chair, don’t just walk past it.

Pause.
Reflect.
Remember.

Say a prayer for the missing.
Say a prayer for their families.
Say a prayer for the men and women still serving today.

Because the empty chair is not a symbol of loss— it is a symbol 
of hope, honor, and unbreakable American resolve.
Danielle Pantanella, Unit 519 President
760-910-3830
Daniellepost519@gmail.com



 REMEMBER
 All you Veterans need

 to know 
about your DISCOUNTS

All Year Round 
and holidays are EVEN 

BETTER!

Just Google
"Veterans Discounts" 

and/or 
legion.org 

to know your benefits.

YOUR VETERAN 
SERVICES OFFICER  

I am here to 
help you navi-
gate VA claims, 
understand your 
eligibility, and 
connect you and 
your family with 
the resources 
you’ve
earned—includ-
ing healthcare, 
housing support, 

or assistance during life transitions, per-
haps the passing of a loved one.
	 You do not have to manage bene-
fits or paperwork alone. When you have
questions or concerns, call to discuss. No 
issue too small, and I am
here to guide you to answers and solu-
tions. You’ve earned these benefits—don’t 
leave them on the table.
	 Please help spread the word. Many 
veteran families are unaware that support 
is available right here through their Amer-
ican Legion. Encourage your neighbors, 
friends, and fellow veterans to reach out 
for guidance and support.
A simple conversation can make a mean-
ingful difference. Let’s stay
connected and take care of one another.

— Allen Lane
American Legion Post 519 Veteran Service 
Officer/ 760-408-2963

AUX CORNER

CONGRATULATIONS TO JAN THOMAS 1st VP, 
for receiving 

“THE BRENDA WARDRIP PERPETUAL PLAQUE” 
the Unit with the most new members in the year!

760-904-6585

760-969-6977





FLAG DAY AT POST 519



AL RIDERS MEMORIAL 
DAY RIDE



What a fun Veterans Night at the Palm Springs Power! 
We had Chapter 519 ALR Palm Springs, Chapter 428 ALR 
Banning, Chapter 739 ALR Indio, and Chapter 106 ALR 
Redlands that escorted Gold Star widow Kim Lovett to the 
game, where she sang the National Anthem beautifully. 
The American Legion Post 519 Color Guard represented 
the Post with honor while presenting our flag during the 
opening ceremony. Commander John Picken easily cleared 
home plate while throwing out the first pitch, and the ALR 
Chapters executed a motorcycle parade to end the open-
ing ceremony. Following that, we enjoyed an evening of 
baseball and camaraderie. Slick and Cowboy competed 
in a golf chipping challenge, where Cowboy almost took 
off Rocky’s head; needless to say, Slick won. Thank you 
to the Palm Springs Power for hosting this event for the 
third year; we look forward to next year. Thank you to 
our volunteers and our amazing Auxiliary led by Danielle 
Pantanella, who showed up and accepted non-perishable 
food items in support of Cathedral City Veterans Village. 
Thanks to Terry Johnson for his tireless dedication to Post 
519, David Harrison for hustling the crowd and bringing 
in donations in support of Brigg Matthews’ motorcycle 
accident recovery. And a huge thank you to everyone in 
attendance: Chapter 519 ALR Palm Springs, Chapter 428 
ALR Banning, Chapter 739 ALR Indio, Chapter 106 ALR 
Redlands, Post 519 Auxiliary, and Post 519 SON’s. Without 
your contributions, this event wouldn’t have been possible. 
God Bless America. 

#RidersLeadTheWay #BeTheOne #Ch519ALR

AL RIDERS AT PALM SPRINGS 
POWER BASEBALL



Family owned and operated 
for over 40 years.

68-399 Perez Rd.
Cathedral City, CA 92234

760-324-3300
bobsabrepair@gmail.com

www.bobsabrepair.com
(Powder Coating Available)

Specializing in Modern Collision Repair

Serving Since 1981

760.320.5303
1027 S. Palm Canyon Dr.
Palm Springs, CA 92264

PPO# 16415
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Word  Scrabble Answers!
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Hello,
I’m your local 
Licensed
Insurance 
Agent.

For any Advertising in this newsletter please 
contact Tom Walden at (602) 739-3663
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E.B. Meeting @ 5pm
A.M. Vets Meeting @11:30
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Lunch 11-2pm
Dinner 5:30-8pm

Lunch 11-2pm
Dinner 5:30-8pm

Lunch 11-2pm
Dinner 5:30-8pm

Sunday Brunch
10am-2pm

Sunday Brunch
10am-2pm

Sunday Brunch
10am-2pm

Lunch 11-2pm
Dinner 5:30-8pm

Beach Party!
3-7pm
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