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Monthly Meeting Schedule
2nd Tuesday 5 p.m. General Meeting

5:30 p.m. Auxiliary
2nd Monday 6 p.m. Color Guard

4th Wednesday 6 p.m. SAL
1st Monday 5 p.m. ALR

Join us for our in-person and virtual community lectures!  
Visit EisenhowerHealth.org/calendar for details.

For free provider referral, call 760-568-1234.

EisenhowerHealth.org   

COMMANDERS MESSAGE

Dear Legionnaires and the Amer-
ican Legion Post 519 family, Lori 
and I wish A HAPPY NEW YEAR 
to all of you! Wow, what a year 
we had, our Post had some huge 
strides in community relations. 
Last month we held our Toys for 
Tots collection in conjunction with 
the United States Marine Corps 
Reserve program. We had a huge 
amount of toys donated, possibly 
more than last years collection. 

A huge thank you to all of you at the Post who donated, I 
also want to send a shout out to the following businesses 
for being partners in this renowned event, starting with in 
no particular order, Casa Cody/Casetta, The Shag store, 
Worldmark Palm Springs, Prime Storage, Palm Springs 
Women’s Club, Korakia Pensione, Foxy’s Kitchen, The 
Mizell Center, Riviera Hotel, TJ Maxx, The Fireside, The 
Plaza Resort, Toyota and Honda of the Desert, and our 
own Auxiliary.
	 The Sons of the American Legion had a great Chili 
cook off last month also, a large amount of entries gave the 
judges a big job in choosing a winner. 
 	 Every one had a great time at our New Years Eve 
party with dinner and music. Thanks to DJ Noriega for 
spinning those tunes. 
	 Just a reminder you can see a lot of what we’re 
doing on Facebook and our Website-
americanlegionpalmsprings.com
	 As usual our family of associations continue to do 
great work for the Legion. The Auxiliary, SAL’s and ALR 
always make things work around the Post. Stay tuned for 
events being sponsored by these members.
	 As we continue to grow and prosper, let us keep 
in mind what we stand for at the Legion, as a patriotic vet-
erans organization devoted to mutual helpfulness, we are 

cont. on next page...



Serving Since 1981

760.320.5303
1027 S. Palm Canyon Dr.
Palm Springs, CA 92264

PPO# 16415

Looking Forward to the PastLooking Forward to the Past

Book our Best Flexible RateBook our Best Flexible Rate
with breakfast includedwith breakfast included

here to help, provide guid-
ance and social activities to 
all our veterans.
	 Again as always, 
thank you for your contin-
ued support. We again wish 
the Post and Members a 
HAPPY NEW YEAR and 
continued growth for the 
Post in the future.

John Picken
Commander Post 519
Johnrsqman@sbcglobal.net

MESSAGE FROM THE SONS 
OF THE AMERICAN LEGION

Well, it looks like the Sons of the 
American Legion will finish out the 
year on lots of positive notes.
We have had more Events this year 
than any other year, looking for-
ward to 2026 in implementing more 
fundraising for our Veterans. A fund 
raiser Fiesta on Cinco de Mayo is 

planned and many more.
     We are at a record high in Membership and working 
hand in hand with our Post
Commander, John Picken to stay on task. Our new 
E-board members are staying in tune with their duties and 
are getting more involved every day. To conclude the year 
with a “Big bang!” We had a very successful “Chili Cook-
Off ”. Lots of great contestants, lots of great chili and corn 
bread. Great music and exciting prizes that were won.
 
Gregg Morgan
Commander
Sons of The American Legion



Donna Larson, Realtor®

DRE #01325948

The Desert’s Real Estate Nesting 
& Investing Specialist

Coachella Valley Resident Since 1989

760-578-5372
3501 E. Ramon Road • Palm Springs, CA 92264

www.LarsonDesertRealty.com

Serving Dinner / Lunch • Patio Dinning • Groups • Catering
FEATURING FULL BAR & MARTINI MENU

Contemporary Cocktails & Aperitifs
Cognac • Port • Grappa • Dessert Wine • Exclusive Wine List

CELEBRATING 47 YEARS
DOWNTOWN PALM SPRINGS

760-325-3111
495 N Palm Canyon Dr.

www.RicciosSteakandSeafood.com

760-904-6585

760-969-6977

CHILI COOK-OFF
The Chili Cook-Off Winners were:
1st Place: Winston Laxamans, 2nd Place Gregg, 3rd Place Mark Bustos.



TOYOTA AND HONDA OF THE 
DESERT TURKEY DAY AT THE 

AMERICAN LEGION
“Amongst all the frozen turkeys and all the fixings for delicious 
Thanksgiving Dinners that were passed out at The American Legion; 
another 12 were taken to the Post 426 in Yucaipa. Boy! were they 
surprised and just in time to help the needy.”
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Assisted Living

“When only the 
best (care) will do”

344 N Sunrise Way • Palm Springs
(between Amado & Alejo)

(760) 322-3955
Visit us at:

www.hallmarkpalmsprings.com
Lic# 336412441

*VA Aid & Attendance Benefit May Assist.

THE AMERICAN LEGION 
POST 519 TELETHON

Last month The American Legion hosted a Telethon, with NBC assisting 
in the broadcast. Thanking everyone who participated; from  The Auxil-
iary members that answered the phones: Jan Thomas(1st VP), Kitty Kiely, 
Amy Marcus, Rae Morgan and Gabriela Chapula-Snow, for their enduring 
hours. James Snow(videographer) The Legion members and NBC’s sup-
port. Overall; over $10,000 was raised! Great Job!



THE AMERICAN LEGION ANNUAL BAKE/
PLANT SALE AND CRAFT BOUTIQUE

It started out to be a cold and rainy, dreary 
day. But, we continued to have Faith through-
out the day, with a lot of positive team work 
going on! We had a lot of home-made baked 
goods, wonderful Vendors(Thanks to our 
Secretary , Venna O’Farrell) and plants ga-
lore! A great hot beverage stand, run by our 
Sergeant at Arms, Kim Gomez. A great turn 
out, in spite of the weather. 
All proceeds go to benefit the veterans.
Thank You Everyone who participated and 
came to enjoy the festivities!
See you again next year! Happy Holidays 
April J ONeil/2nd VP Unit 519



HATS FOR THE NEWBORNS
A Big Thank You! to our American Legion Auxiliary member, Betsy Spratt.
She hand crocheted and delivered 100 Santa hats for the newborns, to 
Desert Hospital and Eisenhower Medical Center. Our Unit 519, always goes 
above and beyond!
April J ONeil/2nd VP of ALA Unit 519



TOYS FOR TOTS
“Our 1st VP of our Unit, Jan Thomas and her 
granddaughter, Maddie did the shopping for “Toys 4 Tots” 
this year! Kudos to them!



AGUA CALIENTE TURKEY DONATIONS TO VETERANS 
VILLAGE

Last month some of our American Legion 
Auxiliary members participated in the 
“Aqua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians” 
Turkey Donations.
It was an utmost amazing and exhilarat-
ing day to be honored by them.
From there location on Diana Shore, we 
loaded the 57 turkeys and went directly 
to Veterans Village in Cathedral City. 
They too were amazed. Pictures of our 
adventure, show the astonishing day and 
around the pool table we donated last 
month. Thanks to assistance of Aqua 
Band of Cahuilla Indians!
Thank You! for your support!
April J ONeil/ 2nd VP of ALA Unit 519



707 E Tahquitz Canyon Way Suite G-9, 
Palm Springs, CA 92262

-All Foot & Ankle Conditions
-Custom Made Orthotics
-Nail Fungus Therapies
-Foot & Ankle Surgery
-Aesthetic and
  Cosmetic Procedures
-Corrective Foot Surgery
-Stem Cell Therapy
  PRP (Platelet Rich Plasma) 
-Varicose Vein Treatments
-Nurse Provided
  Sterile Medical Procedures

We accept Most
PPO Insurances & Medicare

VA Referrals Welcomed
760-507-4000 www.PalmSpringsPodiatry.com

VETERAN OF THE MONTH
I served in the U.S. Navy from October 1972 until retirement in January 1993.  20 years of 
acquiring new skills, exploring new lands here at home and abroad, plenty of adventure, 
and most importantly making friends with individuals from all across this great nation of 
ours. My career took me to 1st Puerto Rico being the first woman stationed in San Juan 
Puerto Rico.  Afterwards, I went to San Diego, then Hawaii, Guam, then back to San Di-
ego for shipboard duty.  There were temporary duties in the Philippines and Japan.  For 
two years, I played on the Navy’s All Woman’s Softball team and sometimes supplemented 
playing on  my division’s men’s team.  While on active duty, I had the opportunity to do a 
day cruise onboard the USS Gurnard, SSN 662 submarine and they even let me pilot the 
USS Gurnard and I dove her to approximately 700 feet.  There were some hairy times at sea 
too.  While onboard a North Pac cruise, my ship got caught in a bad storm in the straits of 
Juan de Fuca and we came very close to capsizing.  Honestly, I really shouldn’t be here today 
as that ship (by all standards) should have capsized. It is quite a ride doing 40 degree rolls at 
sea.  At one point in my career, I became a teletype repair person, and there wasn’t a piece 
of teletype gear I couldn’t repair.  (Don’t tell me women are not mechanically inclined) I 
went on and became Chief in charge of radio communications onboard the USS Dixon AS-37.  I advanced to E-8 – Radio-
man Senior Chief and wrapped up my career as the 1st women to go onboard combatant vessels with Fleet Training Group 
for refresher trainings commonly known as the “dreaded” Ref Tra’s.  My part was to simulate combat readiness in casualty 
scenario and train the radio crew in casualty communications. 100% of the time I was the only female onboard with a crew 
of 3000 men doing this work as my niche was amphibious vessels.  I absolutely loved this job and was happy that I retired 
from USN on a very happy & satisfied note.   I have two adult children who I am extremely proud of  – Robert who is a San 
Diego S.W.A.T police officer and my daughter Caitlin an accountant.  AND, 3 wonderful & talented grandchildren, Aidin, 
Hailey & Arya.  Respectfully,  Rusanne Anthony RMCS (SW) USN Retired



WORD SCRABBLE

CREATED BY  
AMERICAN LEGION’S 

BETSY SPRATT 

Happy New Year
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X L K S F V Y P S N I D A R C E D J Y I O Y O S

H Q I G G H Y T Q M E U B I H L G P R Z M C J C

X M S G W N I Z E I B G Y D D M I E M Y E I G Y

V S S B R I K I B P J X G E Z I W K S U C M E Z

I served in the U.S. Navy from October 1972 until retirement in January 1993.  20 years of 
acquiring new skills, exploring new lands here at home and abroad, plenty of adventure, 
and most importantly making friends with individuals from all across this great nation of 
ours. My career took me to 1st Puerto Rico being the first woman stationed in San Juan 
Puerto Rico.  Afterwards, I went to San Diego, then Hawaii, Guam, then back to San Di-
ego for shipboard duty.  There were temporary duties in the Philippines and Japan.  For 
two years, I played on the Navy’s All Woman’s Softball team and sometimes supplemented 
playing on  my division’s men’s team.  While on active duty, I had the opportunity to do a 
day cruise onboard the USS Gurnard, SSN 662 submarine and they even let me pilot the 
USS Gurnard and I dove her to approximately 700 feet.  There were some hairy times at sea 
too.  While onboard a North Pac cruise, my ship got caught in a bad storm in the straits of 
Juan de Fuca and we came very close to capsizing.  Honestly, I really shouldn’t be here today 
as that ship (by all standards) should have capsized. It is quite a ride doing 40 degree rolls at 
sea.  At one point in my career, I became a teletype repair person, and there wasn’t a piece 
of teletype gear I couldn’t repair.  (Don’t tell me women are not mechanically inclined) I 
went on and became Chief in charge of radio communications onboard the USS Dixon AS-37.  I advanced to E-8 – Radio-
man Senior Chief and wrapped up my career as the 1st women to go onboard combatant vessels with Fleet Training Group 
for refresher trainings commonly known as the “dreaded” Ref Tra’s.  My part was to simulate combat readiness in casualty 
scenario and train the radio crew in casualty communications. 100% of the time I was the only female onboard with a crew 
of 3000 men doing this work as my niche was amphibious vessels.  I absolutely loved this job and was happy that I retired 
from USN on a very happy & satisfied note.   I have two adult children who I am extremely proud of  – Robert who is a San 
Diego S.W.A.T police officer and my daughter Caitlin an accountant.  AND, 3 wonderful & talented grandchildren, Aidin, 
Hailey & Arya.  Respectfully,  Rusanne Anthony RMCS (SW) USN Retired



YOUR LOCAL VETERAN
     ATTORNEY FOR:

- Estate Planning - 
- Probate -

- Trust Administration -

www.BuildingYourTrust.com

760-668-5586
74-710 Highway 111, Suite 102

Palm Desert, CA 92260

ALA PRESIDENTS MESSAGE

“Our Auxiliary, having a lil Christmas 
Cheer for Andy and his family. The 
man that helps maintain The Ameri-
can Legion property and The Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary Garden! Thank 
You!
Pictured with Andy in the middle: Jan 
Thomas 1st VP(to the right) and Rae 
Morgan (to the left)”

THANKS ANDY!

On November 18, 2025 the American Legion Auxiliary 
purchased 15 turkeys for the Disable American Veter-
ans, I met with Ed Agundez Commander of chapter 78  
and he picked up the turkeys to deliver to some of the 
veterans . It is always a great feeling when the Auxiliary 
can help veterans and their families.
Marian Martinez
Chaplin Unit 519

DAV TURKEY GIVEAWAY



ALA PRESIDENTS MESSAGE
We have all heard about Blue Star and Gold 
Star Families, but what exactly is that?  A 
Blue Star family has a loved one actively 
serving in the military.  This is symbolized 
by a blue star on a banner.  A Gold Star 
Family is one that has lost a loved one in 
military service.  This is symbolized by a 
gold star and often placed over a blue star.  
Both represent military families, but Gold 
Star signifies the ultimate sacrifice.  Imme-
diate family members qualify as Blue or 
Gold Star Families.   Please let the Auxiliary 
know if you are a Blue Star or Gold Star 

family so we can honor you.
Danielle Pantanella,
Unit 519 President

ALA CORNER
“Thank You LOWES of Palm Desert for the won-
derful donations, for our “Annual Bake/Plant Sale 
& Craft Boutique.” Also 
pictured in the scooter; 
is a great friend that has 
been assisting the Amer-
ican Legion Auxiliary in 
this yearly event for the 
past couple of years.
Thank You Barry Flynn 
and Lowes for the gener-
ous donation.
April J ONeil/2nd VP of 
ALA Unit 519

AL RIDERS

DAV TURKEY GIVEAWAY



•INSTALLATIONS
•CLEANING

•INVERTER REPLACEMENTS
•MONITORING

•REMOVAL & REINSTALL
•POOL SOLAR

•SUB-CONTRACTING
•CLEANING

•SERVICE
Proudly Serving Southern California 

ELECTRICITY RATES ARE NOT GOING DOWN, CALL OR ORDER TODAY
Info@SolarPanelDoctors.com - (760) 925-7983 - (714) 944-5868 

SCAN TO 
      ORDER NOW

Family owned and operated 
for over 40 years.

68-399 Perez Rd.
Cathedral City, CA 92234

760-324-3300
bobsabrepair@gmail.com

www.bobsabrepair.com
(Powder Coating Available)

Specializing in Modern Collision Repair

Community. Care. Connection. 

Your local source for de-
mentia support. Offer-
ing cognitive screen-
ings, caregiver sup-
port groups, care-
giver training and 
social groups for 
couples all at no cost 
to our families. 

www.cvalzheimers.org 
(760) 776-3100 

• CCW/Pistol Training  
• Defensive Training/Consulting 
• Firearms/Ammo Sales 
• Optics and Accessories 
• Transfers

Jason Brosamle
FFL / Secondhand Dealer

CA DOJ CCW Instructor
NRA Cert. Pistol Instructor

NRA Cert. Inside/Outside Home

(951) 585-4685 
771 Williams Rd.

Palm Springs, CA. 92264
info@kindefense.com

kindefense.com

SERVICES ARE BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
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Word  Scrabble Answers!
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Hello,
I’m your local 
Licensed
Insurance 
Agent.

For any Advertising in this newsletter please 
contact Tom Walden at (602) 739-3663



SUNDAY
MONDAY

TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY
FRIDAY

SATURDAY

 
Kevin & Lynn

Michael D’Angelo

7
8

9
10

11
12

13
14	

15	
16	

17	

18	
19	

20	
21	

22	
23	

24	

25	
26	

27	
28    

29 
30

31    

2

6
4

5

Prince Fleet Easton

Jo Solo Vasquez

E.B. Meeting @ 5pm

A. M. Vets Meeting @11am
Baseball Fundraiser
with Gin Blossoms

6-9pm

Color Guard Meeting
@6pm

General Meeting @5pm
A.L.A. Meeting @5:30pm

1

Lunch 11-2pm
Dinner 5:30-8pm

Lunch 11-2pm
Dinner 5:30-8pm

Lunch 11-2pm
Dinner 5:30-8pm

3

Ronnie Felix

House Cmte Meeting 
A.L. Riders Meeting

SAL Meeting
@6pm

Lunch 11-2pm
Dinner 5:30-8pm

jpg

Jazz Band 6-8pm

LABOR DAY EVENT
2-5pm

Sunday Brunch
10am-2pm

JA
N

U
A

R
Y

2026

Veterans Stand Down!
@DHS Elks Lodge

10am-2pm

Lunch 10am-2pm

Lunch 10am-2pm

Lunch 10am-2pm

Lunch 10am-2pm

Lunch 10am-2pm

Sunday Brunch
10am-2pm

Sunday Brunch
10am-2pm

Sunday Brunch
10am-2pm

Lunch 11-2pm
Dinner 5:30-8pm

Karaoke 6-10pm


