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1st Monday 5 p.m. ALR

COMMANDERS MESSAGE

Dear Legionnaires and the 
American Legion Post 519 family,

WOW, summer is upon us, with 
the heat building. As you read 
this we will have concluded our 
elections for the Legion, Auxiliary, 
and Sons, for the upcoming year. 
The Legion is looking for a great 
year under our elected board 
members.

	 The kitchen is going to be closed starting June 
1st as we revamp and bring it up to code, hopefully we 
will reopen in 6-8 weeks but that all depends on the 
contractors. 
	 We are now looking forward to the Department of 
California’s annual convention in Visalia, CA June 25-28. 
I hope that our Post will be well represented there, as a lot 
of business for the American Legion will be presented and 
voted on as well as elections for the Departments officers. 
For further information see the website calegion.org.
	 I look forward to continuing with our programs 
and our fundraising events, this past year has brought 
many challenges to our board and with hard work and 
cooperation we have been able to overcome them. 
As we prepare for the heat, I hope the events that are being 
planned will help us keep up the fun and camaraderie we 
have enjoyed so far.
	 Our membership guru and 1st Vice Commander, 
(Ernie Meeker) has been extremely busy with membership 
and I am very happy to see that we have had a surge in 
new members and transfers. We are close to getting to our 
100% goal by next month. Please welcome these new Post 
519 members when you meet them. 
	 As always please be proud to show your card at 
the door or to the bartender when asked. 

cont. on next page...

Low energy, poor sleep or feeling disconnected?
TMS is a non-medication, FDA-cleared treatment for depression designed to restore mental clarity, sleep 

quality, resilience, and mood. Veteran and military families may qualify at no cost. 
Enhance your wellbeing and 

schedule a free and con�dential consultation today!
   

GIVE US A CALL
760-760-5675

Visit our website
karmatms.com



(...cont. from last page)

Join us for our in-person and virtual community lectures!  
Visit EisenhowerHealth.org/calendar for details.

For free provider referral, call 760-568-1234.

EisenhowerHealth.org   

MESSAGE FROM THE SONS OF THE 
AMERICAN LEGION

Another spectacular Cinco De Mayo 
afternoon hosted by the Sons of American 
Legion Squadron 519! We had a fantastic 
turnout, featuring great food and live music 
that brought our members together. The 
Sons put a tremendous amount of effort into 
organizing this successful fundraiser, and it 
truly showed.

A special thank you to Ronnie Felix for providing such 
wonderful entertainment! I also want to give a huge shout-
out to our behind-the-scenes volunteers and our supportive 
members. Your camaraderie is what makes these events 
possible.
Remember: Membership Matters!
Regards,
Gregg Morgan
Squadron Commander Post 519

Looking Forward to the PastLooking Forward to the Past

Book our Best Flexible RateBook our Best Flexible Rate
with breakfast includedwith breakfast included

	 As we continue to grow and 
prosper, let us keep in mind what we 
stand for at the Legion, as a patriotic 
veterans organization devoted to 
mutual helpfulness, we are here to 
help, provide guidance and social 
activities to all our veterans.
Again thank you for your continued 
support.

John Picken
Commander Post 519
Johnrsqman@sbcglobal.net



Donna Larson, Realtor®

DRE #01325948

The Desert’s Real Estate Nesting 
& Investing Specialist

Coachella Valley Resident Since 1989

760-578-5372
3501 E. Ramon Road • Palm Springs, CA 92264

www.LarsonDesertRealty.com

CINCO DE MAYO

Assisted Living

“When only the 
best (care) will do”

344 N Sunrise Way • Palm Springs
(between Amado & Alejo)

(760) 322-3955
Visit us at:

www.hallmarkpalmsprings.com
Lic# 336412441

*VA Aid & Attendance Benefit May Assist.



VETERAN OF THE MONTH

       Greetings! I, Kevin Koch, have the honor of 
being your 3Rd Vice Commander for Post #519.  
The 3rd Vice Commander has oversight of Legion 
Student Activities, Education, and Americanism. 
The American Legion is founded on four main 
pillars of service and advocacy: Veterans Affairs & 
Rehabilitation, National Security, Americanism, 
and Children & Youth. I am Currently a PSUSD 
8th Grade Science teacher at James Workman 
Middle School (over 20 yrs). Before that, I was a 
Head Zookeeper at the Detroit Zoological Insti-
tute for almost 20 years. You name the animal, ei-
ther I chased it or it chased me. I have been bless-
ed having been to the Amazon, Africa, Europe, 
and China. Before that, while at Albion College, 
I was one of the first licensed EMTs (Emergency 

Medical Technicians) in Michigan. I have a Master’s Degree in 
Zoology from Wayne State University in Detroit.
       As for military service, I retired as a Michigan Nation-
al Guard Medical Operations Major after over 25 years and 
serving in Operation Iraqi Freedom.  I have a Bronze Star, 
Meritorious Service Medal, 2 ARCOMS, 3 AAMs, and State 
Legion of Merit. I started out as a Combat Medic and am a 
graduate of OCS (Officer Candidate School). In High School I 
was an Army JROTC LTC in Detroit. A dull day is a good day 
…Enough about me.
      Now, the programs we should be very proud of as a post. 
We sponsor High School Juniors every summer to go to Sac-
ramento and take part in the Boys State / Girls State National 
Program. This is a separate program from the Auxiliary’s 
fantastic Girls State Program.  Students have stated that it was 
the best thing that they ever did. This year we have six area 
students going. We also sponsor Scouting America (formerly 
Boy Scouts) troops & packs. We also assist local Girls Scouts. 
One of our programs acknowledges the top two 8th Grade 
American History students at each of the five PSUSD Middle 
Schools. Plus we also support the local High School JROTC 
programs with Legion Awards, etc. Unfortunately, CCHS 
and PSHS no longer have Air Force JROTC programs, but 
DHSHS Marine JROTC is going strong. In addition, Ameri-
can Legion Baseball is going strong under member Crawford’s 
leadership.
       In addition, I am honored to be the newest trustee of two 
long-acting Post 519 Trust Funds set up from estates. This 
year we are awarding 10 local outstanding high school seniors 
with $4000 College/University Scholarships ($500 per semes-
ter as long as grade requirements are met). It can safely be 
said that our Post definitely supports the community in many 
ways…

Kevin Koch/ 3rd Vice Commander of Post 519

Serving Dinner / Lunch • Patio Dinning • Groups • Catering
FEATURING FULL BAR & MARTINI MENU

Contemporary Cocktails & Aperitifs
Cognac • Port • Grappa • Dessert Wine • Exclusive Wine List

CELEBRATING 47 YEARS
DOWNTOWN PALM SPRINGS

760-325-3111
495 N Palm Canyon Dr.

www.RicciosSteakandSeafood.com

760-904-6585

760-969-6977
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YOUR LOCAL VETERAN
     ATTORNEY FOR:

- Estate Planning - 
- Probate -

- Trust Administration -

www.BuildingYourTrust.com

760-668-5586
74-710 Highway 111, Suite 102

Palm Desert, CA 92260



AL RIDERS
We extend our sincere appreciation to all attendees of chapter 
519 ALR‘s pasta night. We value the support of our members, 
volunteers, and supporters, as their contributions are vital to 
the success of our events. We had a great success in May for 
our pulled pork, macaroni salad, and coleslaw. Chapter 519 
ALR also delivered dinner to the on duty officers and staff of 
Palm Springs Police Department as a token of gratitude for 
serving our community.
Lastly , thank you to Chapters 428 and 739 for traveling to our 
Post and support of our fundraiser.
It’s greatly appreciated.
Jeff Cole / Director

INTERNATIONAL DRONE SOCCER STARS SHINE AT 
2026 PALM SPRINGS DRONE FESTIVAL

PALM SPRINGS, CA – May 5, 2026 – The U.S. NAVY LEAGUE Palm Springs 
Council and the American Legion Area 5 District 21 co-Sponsored the 2026 
Palm Springs Drone Festival which included a spectacular two-day competition 
on May 1- 2, bringing together over 2,600 student participants, spectators, and 
industry experts for the 2026 International Drone Soccer event. Held at Palm 
Springs High School, the festival highlighted the rapid growth of drone sports, 
featuring intense competition from teams representing 11 countries, including 
the USA, Canada, Kazakhstan, Korea, Mexico, and Jamaica.
      The event featured prestigious guest speaker Lt CDR Evangelo (van) Morris, 
(U.S NAVY SOCOM, RET) to open the event on Friday night and kicked off 
FIDAUSA Grand Nationals Drone Soccer Tournament matches, with special 
participation from California student teams, including the Fullerton MARINE 
JROTC, Airforce JROTC, NAVY JROTC, California Cadets, and students from 
the Palm Springs Unified and Greater Palm Springs School Districts. 

Highlights of the 2026 Competition:
• International Champions: Team Jamaica Drone Soccer captured the gold 
medal in the Class 40 International Competition.
• Middle School Champions: Thomas Jefferson Middle School Drone Soccer 
Team (DSUSD) won the gold medal in the championship match.
• Secondary School Winners: Painted Hills Middle School (Team California Girls) took 1st Place in the Secondary 
Tournament, followed by Painted Hills Middle School (Team Sky Panthers) in 2nd, and Palm Desert High School in 
3rd.
• Class 40 Action: Teams competed for a chance to represent the USA at the 2026 FIDA World Cup in Seoul, South 
Korea.
	 About the Palm Springs Drone Festival: The 2026 Palm Springs Drone Festival is a premier event promoting 
drone sports, education, and career pathways in the unmanned systems industry, held annually at Palm Springs High 
School, California.
Respectfully,
FOR GOD and COUNTRY



707 E Tahquitz Canyon Way Suite G-9, 
Palm Springs, CA 92262

-All Foot & Ankle Conditions
-Custom Made Orthotics
-Nail Fungus Therapies
-Foot & Ankle Surgery
-Aesthetic and
  Cosmetic Procedures
-Corrective Foot Surgery
-Stem Cell Therapy
  PRP (Platelet Rich Plasma) 
-Varicose Vein Treatments
-Nurse Provided
  Sterile Medical Procedures

We accept Most
PPO Insurances & Medicare

VA Referrals Welcomed
760-507-4000 www.PalmSpringsPodiatry.com

Serving Since 1981

760.320.5303
1027 S. Palm Canyon Dr.
Palm Springs, CA 92264

PPO# 16415

GIRLS STATE TEAALA PRESIDENT
We have had our elec-
tions.  Thank you to all of 
our members that came 
out and voted, we look 
forward to seeing you at 
our monthly membership 
meetings.  Here are the 
results:

President – Danielle Pantanella
First Vice – Jan Thoms
Second Vice – April O’Neil
Treasurer – Belinda Morgan
Historian – Lisa Luisi
Sargent at Arms – Kim Gomez
Chaplain – Marian Martinez
Secretary - Venna O’Farrell
Please welcome our new board.  We look 
forward to leading our Unit into another great 
year.
Danielle Pantanella
Unit President
Daniellepost519@gmail.com
760-910-3830

ROCK THE PARK
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We are delighted to share the wonderful 
success of the CA Girls State Tea and Lun-
cheon held on April 25, 2026, graciously 
hosted and sponsored by Unit 519 American 
Legion Auxiliary Palm Springs.This special 
event was held in honor and recognition of 
the outstanding Girls State Delegates selected 
from high schools across the cities within 
the American Legion Auxiliary District 21. 
These exceptional young women will attend 
California Girls State at UC Riverside from 
June 22-27th, where they will engage in an 
immersive program focused on responsible 
citizenship, leadership and civic engagement. 
The Delegates represent a truly prestigious 
group of
high school Juniors ... students who rank 
among the top of their class and demonstrate 
exemplary character and achievement. Each 
Candidate is first nominated by their School 
Counselors, followed by an in-person inter-
view. Chair Members. Jennifer Hatfield and 
Debbie Kroodsma conducted the Post 519 
local interviews selecting

Maia Houston/Palm Springs High, 
Aubrye Houston/Desert Hot Springs High
 and Monserrat Martinez/ Cathedral City High. 
The purpose of these interviews is to get to know each student, create a welcoming 
and supportive environment and ultimately make the best possible selection. It is no 
small task, as every applicant brings remarkable accomplishments, truly the best of 
the best, yet only one Delegate can be chosen from each school. The luncheon itself 
was a memorable celebration in charming tea
party style featuring key speakers, festive table decor, fascinators
and pearls, adding a touch of sophistication and fun to the occasion
with approximately 75 attendees.

GIRLS STATE TEA



•INSTALLATIONS
•CLEANING

•INVERTER REPLACEMENTS
•MONITORING

•REMOVAL & REINSTALL
•POOL SOLAR

•SUB-CONTRACTING
•CLEANING

•SERVICE
Proudly Serving Southern California 

ELECTRICITY RATES ARE NOT GOING DOWN, CALL OR ORDER TODAY
Info@SolarPanelDoctors.com - (760) 925-7983 - (714) 944-5868 

SCAN TO 
      ORDER NOW

Family owned and operated 
for over 40 years.

68-399 Perez Rd.
Cathedral City, CA 92234

760-324-3300
bobsabrepair@gmail.com

www.bobsabrepair.com
(Powder Coating Available)

Specializing in Modern Collision Repair

Community. Care. Connection. 

Your local source for de-
mentia support. Offer-
ing cognitive screen-
ings, caregiver sup-
port groups, care-
giver training and 
social groups for 
couples all at no cost 
to our families. 

www.cvalzheimers.org 
(760) 776-3100 

• CCW/Pistol Training  
• Defensive Training/Consulting 
• Firearms/Ammo Sales 
• Optics and Accessories 
• Transfers

Jason Brosamle
FFL / Secondhand Dealer

CA DOJ CCW Instructor
NRA Cert. Pistol Instructor

NRA Cert. Inside/Outside Home

(951) 585-4685 
771 Williams Rd.

Palm Springs, CA. 92264
info@kindefense.com

kindefense.com

SERVICES ARE BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

CHRIS RIOS VISIT
Quick visit from 
Chris Rios, during 
his Spring Break. 
He is continuing to 
attend  “The US Mil-
itary Academy, West 
Point, NY.”
He is officially a 
member of The 
American Legion 
and The Sons of the 
American Legion.
Congratulations! 
Keep up the good 
work!

SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS
On May 8,2026 ten students were
awarded $4,000.00 each from the Post 519 
Richard J. Lowry trust and the Rose Wolfe Levinson 
trust. Each student 
awarded based on 
their GPA’s and inter-
views with Trustees:
Dennis Habicht, Jan 
Thomas, Marian Mar-
tinez, Kevin Koch 
and Vickie Lawson.
Congratulations we 
are so proud of all of 
you.
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Word  Scrabble Answers!
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Hello,
I’m your local 
Licensed
Insurance 
Agent.

For any Advertising in this newsletter please 
contact Tom Walden at (602) 739-3663

HONEYSUCKLE 
Known for its sweet fragrance and trum-
pet-shaped blooms, it symbolizes pure hap-
piness, affection, devotion, and the warm, 
nostalgic days of early summer.



SUNDAY
MONDAY

TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY
FRIDAY

SATURDAY

 

10
11

12
13

14	
15	

16	
17	

18	

2

19	
20	

21	
22	

23	
24	

25	
26	

27	

28
29

30
      

5

9

1

7
8

Angie Whitney

Color Guard Meeting
@6pm

General Meeting @5pm
A.L.A. Meeting @5:30pm

4
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6
House Cmte Meeting  @10am
A.L. Riders Meeting 6pm
Installation of Officers

@ 1800 hrs

SAL Meeting
@6:00pm

LABOR DAY EVENT
2-5pm

Sunday Brunch
10am-2pm

FLAG DAY
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POST 519 HOURS  SATURDAY-SUNDAY 10AM-8PM

Wayne Allen Group

Pedro Cortes

Reggie ‘Vision’ Alexander

E.B. Meeting @ 5pm

A.M. Vets Meeting @11am

ALR DINNER 5-7pm
Karaoke @ 6pm
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Lunch 10am-2pm

Lunch 10am-2pm

Lunch 10am-2pm

Lunch 10am-2pm

Lunch 11-2pm
Dinner 5:30-8pm

Lunch 11-2pm
Dinner 5:30-8pm

Lunch 11-2pm
Dinner 5:30-8pm

Lunch 11-2pm
Dinner 5:30-8pm

Sunday Brunch
10am-2pm

Sunday Brunch
10am-2pm

Sunday Brunch
10am-2pm

FATHERS DAY


