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COMMANDERS MESSAGE

Dear Legionnaires and the American 
Legion Post 519 family,
	 Wow its already October, 
time really does fly. As we continue 
with our growth in the Post and 
our recognition in the community, 	
	 I want to commend our 
Service Officer, Allen Lane who 
has had a continuing outreach to 
Veterans in the valley. He has had 
contact with many veterans since 
his appointment. I am grateful for 
his hard work and dedication to the 
Veterans in our area. From finding 

rides to Dr’s appointments to directing them to the 
proper people to get their benefits from the Veterans 
Administration, and finding assistance for financial 
problems.
	 I am also grateful to all our members 
who bring in new members and speaking of new 
please welcome our new board members, 1st Vice 
Commander, Andrea Kline and 1 year Executive 
Board member, Andrew Stevens.
	 Andrea will take over Membership as her 
duties in the 1st Vice position, please direct any 
questions to her, regarding membership applications 
and receiving membership cards.
	 As a note on membership cards, please be 
proud to show your card. A number of Posts have 
been warned or fined for not checking membership 
cards prior to serving alcohol. Non members must 
be signed in by a member and must leave when 
their sponsor also leaves. This is a requirement of 
our Post and falls in line with our Liquor license 
requirements.
	 As you are reading this we will have had our 
District 21 meeting last month and I encourage our 
members to try and attend these District meetings 
as this is where the important business of the local 
American Legions is conducted. The following are 

cont. on next page...

Low energy, poor sleep or feeling disconnected?
TMS is a non-medication, FDA-cleared treatment for depression designed to restore mental clarity, sleep 

quality, resilience, and mood. Veteran and military families may qualify at no cost. 
Enhance your wellbeing and 

schedule a free and con�dential consultation today!
   

GIVE US A CALL
760-760-5675

Visit our website
karmatms.com



(...cont. from last page)

Join us for our in-person and virtual community lectures!  
Visit EisenhowerHealth.org/calendar for details.

For free provider referral, call 760-568-1234.

EisenhowerHealth.org   

the next few meeting dates and locations. 
      NOVEMBER 15, 2026-RIVERSIDE POST 79
      JANUARY 17, 2027-INDIO POST 739
     MARCH 21, 2027-CORONA POST 742
     MAY 16, 2027-NORCO POST 328
	 We have a number of events coming up in the 
near future, we are having Karaoke once a month on a 
Saturday when we don’t have a prior commitment, we also 
will be participating in the Pride parade and Veterans Day 
Parade in November. Also look for information coming 
on our New Year Eve Party.
	 While at the Post please remember to be 
respectful of all members and practice non-partisan 
attitudes while at the bar.
	 As we continue to grow and prosper, let us keep 
in mind what we stand for at the Legion, as a patriotic 
veterans organization devoted to mutual helpfulness, we 
are here to help, provide guidance and social activities to 
all our veterans.
	 Again thank you for your continued support.
John Picken
Commander Post 519
Johnrsqman@sbcglobal.net

HONORING THOSE WHO SERVED.
 Caring for You Today.
YOU PROTECTED OUR FREEDOM.
 Let Us Protect Your Mobility.

COMPASSIONATE CARE. ADVANCED TREATMENTS. 
HEALTHY FEET FOR LIFE.

WE TREAT EVERY PATIENT LIKE FAMILY, WITH 
RESPECT, DIGNITY & GRATITUDE

 This is the first monthly article that ad-
dresses the membership for Post 519.  Our 
membership goal is 755. We are at 46% so 
far.  We established a membership commit-
tee at the September membership meeting.  
If you are interested, please let us know. 
Current members are: Joe O’Connell, Al-

bert Martinez, Joe D’ Elia, Karl Saranthus and Andrea Kline, 
Goals of the membership committee: 
	 1.Engaging with our membership through buddy checks. 
	 2.New member gatherings that connect them with 
	    mentors.
	 3.Recruiting new members and engaging existing members
Our committee plans to engage existing members as we begin our 
Buddy Check outreach program. Please be aware that you could 
receive an email or phone call us in the coming months. If you are 
interested in engaging in our Buddy Check Program, please reach 
out to one of us. You can contact us via email at: 
Post519membership@gmail.com or 
Cell number: 442-445-2905
Andrea Kline/1st Vice Commander of Post 519

1ST VICE COMMANDERS 
MESSAGE



Community. Care. Connection. 

 

www.cvalzheimers.org 
(760) 776-3100 

Your local source for dementia 
support. Offering cognitive 
screenings, 
caregiver support 
groups, caregiver 
training and social 
groups for couples 
all at no cost to our 
families.

VETERANS, YOU SERVED US. 
       NOW LET US SERVE YOU.

Bella Terra Home Health & Hospice
provides compassionate, professional 
care in the comfort of home. We honor 
your service by supporting your health, 
dignity and independence.

From Healing to Comfort
Local Hands. Local Hearts.

Across the Continuum of Care

760.904.6070
Bellaterrahealthcare.com

Assisted Living

“When only the 
best (care) will do”

344 N Sunrise Way • Palm Springs
(between Amado & Alejo)

(760) 322-3955
Visit us at:

www.hallmarkpalmsprings.com
Lic# 336412441

*VA Aid & Attendance Benefit May Assist.

9/11 EVENT AT THE POST
     Thank you from Post 519 and The American Legion Riders. A 
heartfelt thanks to everyone who attended the Ceremony in Obser-
vance of this sad and solemn day of remembrance
     We are especially grateful for all of our distinguished guests 
who attended and the speakers that took their time to stand with 
us. Thanks to all of the Palm Springs Police Officers along with Lt. 
Mike Villegas. Also, a very warm thanks to all of The American Le-
gion Riders, Auxiliary and the Post Color Guard who volunteered. 
A big shoutout to John Picken Post Commander and Jeff Cole 
American Legion Riders President for organizing this Event.
We would like to thank all of the sponsors who made this Event 
possible.
     May we always remember and never forget this tragic day. May 
God bless America, our Post and the American Legion.



Donna Larson, Realtor®

DRE #01325948

The Desert’s Real Estate Nesting 
& Investing Specialist

Coachella Valley Resident Since 1989

760-578-5372
3501 E. Ramon Road • Palm Springs, CA 92264

www.LarsonDesertRealty.com

•INSTALLATIONS
•CLEANING

•INVERTER REPLACEMENTS
•MONITORING

•REMOVAL & REINSTALL
•POOL SOLAR

•SUB-CONTRACTING
•CLEANING

•SERVICE
Proudly Serving Southern California 

ELECTRICITY RATES ARE NOT GOING DOWN, CALL OR ORDER TODAY
Info@SolarPanelDoctors.com - (760) 925-7983 - (714) 944-5868 

SCAN TO 
      ORDER NOW

YOUR LOCAL VETERAN
     ATTORNEY FOR:

- Estate Planning - 
- Probate -

- Trust Administration -

www.BuildingYourTrust.com

760-668-5586
74-710 Highway 111, Suite 102

Palm Desert, CA 92260

VETERAN OF THE MONTH
Hi, my name is Gail Davis and I am 91 
years old and a Marine Corps Veteran. I 
enrolled in boarding school and attended 
High school in Cody Wyoming, and 
always wanted to join the Armed Services. 
I joined the Marine Corps in 1954, 
trained 3 years at Paris Island and Port 
Royal South Carolina. I then transferred 
to Marine Recruit Depot in San Diego 
California doing administrative work.

I met my husband (now deceased) a former Navy retiree and 
we had 4 children. I was chosen by the Military to fly with 
Veterans on Honor Flights to Washington D.C. I met Bill 
Messner on one of those flights and he has been my love ever 
since. We love the Friday Night dinner and dancing at the 
American Legion Wars Memorial in Palm Springs CA 92262.

GET YOUR TICKETS AT THE BAR!



KITCHEN UPDATE

   Fellow Legionnaires: The 
Measure J Kitchen project is now 
in full swing. The major holdup 
was getting the correct Workers 
Comp insurance from the 
Contractors. This will protect the 
Post in the event of a workplace 
accident.
   The city of Palm Springs 
Building Department has our 

architectural drawings for review and approval. The 
Riverside County Environmental Health Department (The 
Kitchen Inspection people) have already approved these 
plans. The City Historical Group is reviewing the addition 
of an additional outside water heater and possible window 
changes.
   Once the City issues a permit, they will inspect the 
plumbing work which has been extensive due to the 
addition of a dishwasher in the renovation. The equipment 
has been purchased and is being held by the provider. 
New flooring, wall coverings and a dropped ceiling will be 
installed after the flooring is finished.
     We are dealing with contractors so an estimated 
completion date is always a guess. I would say at the earliest 
late October but November is my best guess. Money is no 
issue as Measure J pays quickly and a city required CPA 
audit has been completed and approved.
 Hopefully these answers many of your questions and 
concerns.
 Respectfully submitted,
 Garth Gilpin
 Finance Officer



519 AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS

UPDATE ON THE AMERICAN 
LEGION AUXILIARY GARDEN

Want to give a BIG THANK YOU! to Matt with White Water Rock Company, for 
donating the 3 tons of rock, to bring our Garden up to par.
Thank you to the workers for rejuvenating the Garden again!



CREATED BY  
AMERICAN LEGION’S BETSY SPRATT 
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AMERICAN LEGION 
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AMERICAN LEGION 
AUXILIARY CORNER

Special Delivery to the Veterans Village! Lessons in never underes-
timating what a small group can get done when working together!
	 Through the generosity of neighbors, another fantastic spe-
cial delivery was donated to the Veterans Village early the morning 
of Saturday Sept 12, 2026.  This happened because of the connections 
between neighbors based on a phone call from a worker of a senior 
living company.  This time, Eddie’s job was to remove “items left 
behind” when someone moves out of the facility. This was not easy to 
coordinate but; with the combined effort, the smiles and the gracious 
acceptance of the Veterans working together, multiple phone calls, 
with April, Theresa and I, it all worked out.  
	 Once they all saw the items received and unloaded, they got 
busy notifying other Veterans and residents to look at the items deliv-
ered and helped with delivery of these new items.

THIS is what a good day  looks and feels like.
Maureen Carlson/ ALA Member

As we approach the end of the year, the 
Auxiliary is just getting started on their 
year with projects and events.  Our Unit 
is very involved with Veterans Village in 
Cathedral City helping the residents with 
food, clothing, household items and laun-
dry money.  If you are cleaning out items 
from your home and looking to donate, 

please contact us.  We rely heavily on the generous donations 
we receive.  
Upcoming events for the ALA are the Oktoberfest on October 
17, from 3 to 7.  We look forward to seeing you there and hav-
ing fun.  Tickets are available at the bar, we recommend getting 
them soon as this event is a huge hit.  Our Annual Bakesale 
and Boutique is November 21, from 9 to 3.  Come get your 
sugar fix, items for Thanksgiving and do some shopping.  De-
cember 19 we are having a Christmas party at Veterans Village 
for the residents.  If you would like to participate or donate, 
please contact us.
I would love to congratulate April O’Neil, 2nd Vice for earning 
Member of the Year.  If you know April, you know this award is 
well deserved.  Thank you April and all our members that work 
so hard in our Unit and make it shine.  
Danielle Pantanella
Unit President
760-910-3830
Daniellepost519@gmail.com

UNIT 519 MEMBER OF 
THE YEAR AWARD

Pictured left to right: 
(April ONeil/2nd VP-Unit Member of the Year) 
and 
Danielle Pantanella (Unit President)



 REMEMBER
 All you Veterans need

 to know 
about your DISCOUNTS

All Year Round 
and holidays are EVEN 

BETTER!

Just Google
"Veterans Discounts" 

and/or 
legion.org 

to know your benefits.

YOUR VETERAN SERVICES OFFICER  
I am here to help you navigate 
VA claims, understand your 
eligibility,you do not have to 
manage benefits or paperwork 
alone. A simple conversation can 
make a meaningful difference. 
Let’s stay connected and take 
care of one another.
— Allen Lane
American Legion Post 519 
Veteran Service Officer/ 760-
408-2963

760-904-6585

760-969-6977

Congratulations! Danielle Pantanella, for being awarded 3rd place 
of “THE CERTIFICATE OF EXCELLENCE OF DISTRICT 21 

SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT!



Family owned and operated 
for over 40 years.

68-399 Perez Rd.
Cathedral City, CA 92234

760-324-3300
bobsabrepair@gmail.com

www.bobsabrepair.com
(Powder Coating Available)

Specializing in Modern Collision Repair

Serving Since 1981

760.320.5303
1027 S. Palm Canyon Dr.
Palm Springs, CA 92264

PPO# 16415

Serving Dinner / Lunch • Patio Dinning • Groups • Catering
FEATURING FULL BAR & MARTINI MENU

Contemporary Cocktails & Aperitifs
Cognac • Port • Grappa • Dessert Wine • Exclusive Wine List

CELEBRATING 48 YEARS
DOWNTOWN PALM SPRINGS

760-325-3111
495 N Palm Canyon Dr.

www.RicciosSteakandSeafood.com
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Hello,
I’m your local 
Licensed
Insurance 
Agent.

For any Advertising in this newsletter please 
contact Tom Walden at (602) 739-3663

AL 519 NEWSLETTER STAFF:
Albert Martinez/Editor/Writer
pepguyal@hotmail.com
___________________________
April O’Neal
Newsletter Writer/Journalist
___________________________
Marian Martinez
Newsletter Writer/Journalist
___________________________
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General Meeting @5pm
A.L.A. Meeting @5:30pm

1
3

Angie Whitney

A.L. Riders Meeting 6pm
Color Guard Meeting

@6pm

SAL Meeting
@6:00pm

LABOR DAY EVENT
2-5pm

Sunday Potluck
10am-2pm
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Ronnie Felix
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Lunch 11-2pm
Dinner 5:30-8pm

Lunch 11-2pm
Dinner 5:30-8pm

Lunch 11-2pm
Dinner 5:30-8pm

Lunch 11-2pm
Dinner 5:30-8pm

Octoberfest
Starts @ 3pm

Michael D’Angelo

Luau
Starts @ 4pm

Halloween
Party

Starts @ 5pm
Lunch 11-2pm

Dinner 5:30-8pm
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Sunday Potluck
10am-2pm

Sunday Potluck
10am-2pm

Sunday Potluck
10am-2pm


